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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 25634 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CASC, PINS, IT, SY 
SUBJECT: BATES CASE 

REF: STATE 192385 

ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS IN PAST YEAR GOF HAS BEEN 
HELPFUL IN HUMANITARIAN CASES INVOLVING SYRIA AND 
IRAQ, INCLUDING PROBLEM OF IRAQI JEWS AND RELEASE OF 
MAJOR BARRATT. SHOULD DEPARTMENT DECIDED TO APPROACH 
GOF, THERE IS REASONABLE POSSIBILITY THAT FRENCH WOULD 
AGREE TO RAISE BATES' CASE WITH SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. 

WHILE FRENCH INFLUENCE IN DAMASCUS IS LIMITED, IT WOULD 
PROBABLY BE USEFUL TO ENGAGE THEM ON BEHALF OF BATES. GDS 
IRWIN 
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